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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN LAW SCHOOL 
The Thomas M. Cooley Lectures 
SEVENTH SERIES 
A Common Lawyer 
Looks at the Civil Law 
FREDERICK HENRY LAWSON 
Professor of Comparative Law in the University of Oxford 
Barrister-at-Law, Gray's Inn 
THE THOMAS M. COOLEY LECTURES 
THOMAS M. CooLEY was one of the three members of the 
first faculty of the University of Michigan Law School, 
when it was organized in 1859. In 1864 he became a justice 
of the Supreme Court of Michigan, and held that office until 
1885, continuing also as a member of the Law Faculty. In 
1871 he became Dean of the Law School. In addition to his 
duties on the bench and in the class room, he made many 
important contributions to legal literature. His treatises on 
"Constitutional Limitations" and on "Torts" were among the 
legal classics of his day and were known and read throughout 
the United States. At the time of his death in •898, it may 
fairly be said that he was the most distinguished legal scholar 
that the State of Michigan had produced. 
For the purpose of stimulating research and presenting its 
results in the form of public lectures, the faculty of the Uni-
versity of Michigan Law School established the Thomas M. 
Cooley Lectureship in honor of its first great legal scholar. 
This was made possible through the William W. Cook En-
dowment for Legal Research. 
A COMMON LAWYER LOOKS AT THE CIVIL LAW 
Frederick Henry Lawson 
LECTURE 1 
The Historical Background 
Monday, November 16, 4: 15 P.M. 
LECTURE II 
The Form and Sources of the Civil Law 
Tuesday, November 17, 4:15 P.M. 
LECTURE Ill 
The Contribution of Roman Law 
Wednesday, November 18, 4:15 P.M. 
LECTURE IV 
The Advance Beyond Roman Law 
Thursday, November 19, 4: 15 P.M. 
LEcrURE V 
Non-Roman Elements in the Civil Law 
Friday, November 20, 4: 15 P.M. 
PREVIOUS THOMAS M. COOLEY LECTURES 
FIRST SERIES-194 7 
The Constitution and Socio-Economic Change 
PROFES.50R HENRY ROTISCHAEFER, University of Minnesota 
SECOND SERIES-1948 
Our Legal System and How It Operates 
PROFESSOR BURKE SHARTEL, University of Michigan 
THIRD SERIES-1949 
Some Problems of Equity 
PROFESSOR ZECHARIAH CHAFEE, JR., Harvard Univenity 
FOURTH SERIES-1950 
Administrative Discretion and Its Control 
DEAN E. BLYTHE STASON, University of Michigan 
FIFTH SERIES-1952 
Perspectives in Conflicts Law 
PROFESSOR HESSEL E. YNTEMA, University of Michigan 
SIXTH SERIES-1953 
Selected Topics on the Law of Torts 
DEAN WILLIAM LLOYD PROSSER, University of California 
